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VIII, p. 261-3. La biblioteca de Squier fue vendida en publica subasta 
en Nueva York, en abril de 1876 y ese ano Joseph Sabin edit6 el catalogo. 
Aparece en este un M.S. intitulado "Arte de Lengua Quiche o Utlateca, 
compuesto por E.M.R.P. Fray Bartolome' Auteo (sic) Religioso Menor 
de N. S. P. San Francisco con un ensayo sobre los Quiches por Mr. 
Squier." Un manuscrito existe en la bibliotica del Free Museum of 
Science and Art de la Uuiversidad de Pensilvania, que liene por titulo 
Vocabularios "Lenca" de los pueblos de Guajiquero, Opatoro, Inti- 
bucat, y Simalaton (Honduras). 11 paginas. 

Rafael Heliodoro Valle. 
Mexico, 1921. 

[translation] 

GEORGE EPHRAIM SQUIER 

(Bio-bibliographical notes) 

Squier: I alone know how much Honduras owes to you. Though 
we may be poor, yet we are grateful. Therefore, I recommend you to 
all the people of Honduras. — Le6n Alvarado. 

This is the first centenary of the birth of a great traveler who truly 
loved Central America, and whose features should long ago have been 
cut in marble. George Ephraim Squier is, indeed, not to be forgotten 
in our grateful invocation. 

In June, 1821, Squier was born in Bethlehem, Albany County, New 
York. He was the son of a Methodist minister and the grandson of a 
soldier of the American Revolution. One Samuel, the friend and audi- 
tor of Cromwell, and one Ephraim, the second of the above, of Knowl- 
ton on Bunker Hill, and who accompanied Benedict Arnold through the 
woods from Maine to Quebec stand forth especially in the illustrious 
house of the Squiers. He was reared in a house in the country, taught 
in a winter school, studied civil engineering, and worked on a local 
paper; such are the earliest notices of his life. During 1841 and 1842, 
he was attached to the editorial staff of The New York State Mechanic, 
and for a little while to that of The Poet's Magazine, and the following 
year to that of the Hartford Journal. He entered politics on the side of 
the whigs. In 1845, he managed the Scioto Gazette, of Chillicothe, 
Ohio, and in 1847, the daily journal of the legislature of the same state. 
Together with Dr. Davis, he examined the remains of the mound builders, 
and wrote a volume which appeared in the publications of the Smith- 
sonian Institution (1848). The following year, the Historical Society 
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of New York published his Aboriginal Monuments; while already he was 
cultivating relations with Albert Gallatin and corresponding with Hum- 
boldt and Jomard. President Tyler had sent Irving as minister to 
Spain, and due to the warmth of that enthusiasm which brought diplo- 
macy to men of letters, Squier was designated as commercial attache to 
Central America (1849), through the efforts of Gallatin, John L. Ste- 
phens, Prescott the historian, and Sparks who compiled the correspon- 
dence of Washington. I am aware of the letter of his friend, Francis 
Parkman, in which the latter wished him a happy voyage to the land of 
"yellow fever" and of "lizards." His diplomatic activity lasted until 
September, 1850, but in 1853, he returned to Central America, in order 
to plan the interoceanic railway of Honduras, of which company he was 
secretary. 

The illustrious author of so much interesting American tradition, as 
are those of the Algonquins, and of pages so pleasant as those which he 
sketched about the goldseekers of California in the sixteenth century, 
was in the prime of his life, the most considerable authority on Central 
American affairs, both past and contemporary, for he had to do with 
Chatfield in the difficulties which that terrible English consul aroused 
in those countries. The Geographical Society of France conferred a 
gold medal on him in 1856. He was in Peru from 1862 to 1865 as a 
commissioner from the United States, always visiting, exploring, and 
writing. During 1861 and 1862, he managed Leslie's Weekly, the 
review that belonged to his wife, a woman of fine intelligence and of 
the elite. In 1868, he was consul for Honduras in New York, and 
in 1871, the first president of the Anthropological Institute of the 
same city. He died in Brooklyn in 1888. 

I have not sufficient time to review the Central American labor of 
Squier the diplomat, of the friend of Cabafias and the liberals of his 
time, and especially of that great and good friend of Honduras. I 
limit myself for the present to review chronologically and in Spanish the 
works and monographs which make up the excellency of his work. 



[The following list consists of the proper titles in English or French of the works 
above cited in Spanish. This is not a literal translation of the Spanish. — Ed.] 



BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 



The Volcanoes of Central America, and the Geographical and Topographical 
Features of Nicaragua, as connected with the proposed Interoceanic Canal : 
being the substance of the Remarks made before the "American Associa- 
tion" at New Haven. New York, 1850. 
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E. George Squier, Nicaragua and Henry Lytton Bulwer. Granada, Nicaragua, 
1850. 2ded., Le6n, 1851. 

Letter to Hon. H. S. Foote, Chairman of Committee of Foreign Relations, U. S. 
Senate, on the Nicaragua Treaty. 1850. A Spanish translation was pub- 
lished in the Gaceta del Salvador, January 24 and 31, 1851. 

The Serpent Symbol and the Worship of the reciprocal Principles of Nature in 
America. New York, G. P. Putnam, 1851. 2d ed., in Spanish, Habana, 
1855. 

Travels in Central America, particularly in Nicaragua; with a description of its 
aboriginal monuments, scenery & people, their languages, institutions, 
religions, etc. First edition, London, Longman & Company, London, 
1852, 9 maps and 25 engravings ; 2nd edition, 2 vol. D. Appleton & Company, 
New York, In Leipzig was made another edition by Carl Ritter, 1854: 
"Der Central amerikanische Staat Nicaragua in Bezug auf sein Volk, 
seine Natur und seine Denkmaler. Nebst einer ausfuhrlichen Abhandlung 
uber den projectirten interoceanischen Kanal", maps and engraving, 
pp.XVIII-570 in8vo. Translated into German by Eduard Hopfner. 

Nicaragua, its People, Scenery, Monuments, and the proposed interoceanic 
Canal. New York, D. Appleton & Co., 1852. With numerous original 
maps and illustrations. 2 vols. 

Central America and the Crampton-Webster project. New York, 1852. 

Honduras and Guatemala. Letter to the Editors of the National Intelligencer. 
New York, 1854. Pp. 14 in 8vo. 

Honduras Interoceanic Railway. Preliminary report. New York, 1854. Chemin 
de Fer Inter-Oceanic de Honduras, Amerique Central. Rapport de E. G. 
Squier, Paris, 1855, pp. 57 in 8vo. 5 maps, (another edition same year in 
New York) . Supplementary Report, London, printed by Charles Whitting- 
ham, 1856, pp. 32. Honduras interoceanic railway, etc., report of admiral 
Fitzroy, New York, with appendix containing the Charter Treaties, etc. 
6 maps, 1857, pp. X VT-100 Royal 8vo. Report to the Directors of the Hon- 
duras Inter-oceanic Railway Company (Limited) from E. G. Squier London, 
1858, pp.102. 

Notes sur les Etats de Honduras et de San-Salvador, dans l'Amerique Centrale. 
Extrait du Bulletin de la Soci6t6 de Geographie. Paris, L. Martinet, 1855, 
36pp.8vo. 1 map. 

Waikna; or, Adventures on the Musquito Shore. By Samuel A. Bard [psevd.]. 
New York, 1855, 366 pp. 12mo. An edition was published in London by 
Blackwood, in 1856, entitled Adventures on the Mosquito Shore. By 
Samuel A. Bard; and another in New York in 1891, by Worthington Co., 
without the pseudonym. 

Notes on Central America; particularly the States of Honduras and San Salvador: 
their Geography, Topography, Climate, Population, Resources, Produc- 
tions, etc., etc., and the proposed Honduras interoceanic railway. New 
York, Harper & Brothers, 1855. Pp. 397, 5 maps, 10 engravings. The 
edition of Harper & Brothers, 1858, was entitled: "The States of Central 
America, their Geography, Topography, Climate, Population, Resources, 
Productions; Commerce, Political Organization, Aborigines, etc., etc. 
Comprising Chapters on Honduras, San Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, 
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Guatemala, Belize, the Bay Islands, the Mosquito Shore, and the Honduras 
Inter-Oceanic Railway", New York, 5 maps, 8 engravings, and 782 pages in 
8vo. The edition of Leipzig, by Carl B. Forck, 1856, was entitled: "Die 
Staaten von Central Amerika, insbesondere Honduras, San Salvador und 
die Moskitokiiste", with translation by Karl Andree, Pp. XL VII 1-275 in 
12mo. This translation was also published again in 1865 by C. Senf. 

Question Anglo- Amencaine: Documents Officiels echangds entre les Etats-Unis 
et l'Anglaterre au sujet de l'Amerique Centrale et du Traits Clayton- 
Bulwer. Paris, 1856 Pp. 225 in 8vo. 1 map. 

Information on the Coal Mines of the River Lempa, Republic of San Salvador, 
Central America, London, 1856 Pp. 16 in 16mo. 

Collection of^Rare and Original Documents and Relations, concerning the Dis- 
covery and Conquest of America. Chiefly from the Spanish Archives. 
No. I. Published in the original, with translations, illustrative notes, maps, 
and biographical sketches, by E. G. Squier. Albany, Norton, 1860. Pp. 
129, (3) in 4to. 1 map. 

Tropical Fibres: Their Production and Economic Extraction. New York, Scrib- 
ner & Co., 1861. Pp. 64 in8vo. 16 engravings. 

Nicaragua: Its People, Scenery, Monuments, Resources, Condition, and proposed 
Canal; with one hundred original maps and illustrations. A revised 
edition. New York, 1860. Pp. 691 in 8vo. 

Monograph of Authors who have written on the Languages of Central America, 
and collected vocabularies or composed Works in the native dialects of that 
Country. London, Trubner & Co., 1861. Pp. XV, (17)-70 in 4to. Also 
published in New York by C. B. Richardson in 1861. 

Observations on the Chalchihuitl of Mexico and Central America. New York, 
1869. Pp.22in8vo. 

Honduras; Descriptive, Historical, and Statistical. Issued by permission of the 
author, and under the authority of Carlos Gutierrez. London, 1870, Pp. 
VIII-278 in 8vo. 1 map. 

Honduras and British Honduras. New York, Scribner's Sons, 1880. 

MONOGRAPHS 

The Great Ship Canal Question. In American Review, 1849. 

British Encroachments and Aggressions in Central America. The Mosquito 

Question. In American Review, 1850. 
Tigre Island and Central America. Message from the President of the United 

States, transmiting Documents in Answer to a Resolution respecting Tigre 

Island, etc., Washington, 1850. 
Review of the "Mosquito Question" and the Great Ship Canal Question. In 

American Review, 1850. 
L'lle de Pensacola. In Bulletin de la SociSte' de Geographie, Paris, 1850. 
Ancien Temple sur l'lle de Zapatero. In Bulletin de la Soctete' de G^ographie, 

1850. 
Antiquites de l'Amerique Centrale. Extrait d'une lettre de M. Squier a M. 

Jomard. In Bulletin de la Socidte' de Geographie, 1850. 
Decouverte d'Anciens Monuments sur les lies du Lac Nicaragua. In Bulletin 

de la Soci6t<5 de Geographie, 1850. 
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Memoir on the European Colonization of America in ante-historic Times . . . 
with actual Observations thereon. [London], 1851. Proceedings of the 
American Ethnological Society. 

Note sur une vue coloriee sous forme de Panorama, du Canal Propose pour la 
Jonction de l'Ocean Atlantique et de la Mer Pacifique. Bulletin de la 
Society de Geographie, Paris, 1852. 

Mr. Squier and Nicaragua. Bentley's Miscellany, London, 1852, XXXI. 442-52. 
Gives information on Tiger Island, Mr. Chatfield's activities, the Mos- 
quito Territory, the English intervention in the island of Roatan and 
remarks of Colonel Macdonal in discussing with the author the Quijano's 
incident in San Juan del Sur, Nicaragua. 

Observations on the Archaeology and Ethnology of Nicaragua. Transactions 
of the American Ethnological Society, III. (part I), 1853. Also printed 
separately. 

Raymon, Xavier. De la Rivalitd de L'Angleterre et des Etats-Unis. Les 
Anglais et les Amencains au Mexique et dans l'Amdrique Centrale. 
Revue des Deux Mondes, Paris, 1853, XCIV, 298-333. A very interesting 
comment upon Squier' s Nicaraguo, Its people, Scenery, etc. 

Ruins of Tenampua, Honduras, Central America. New York, New York His- 
torical Society, 1853. 

San Juan de Nicaragua. In Harper's Magazine. In Proceedings of the Historical 
Society of New York, 1854. 

Archaeology and Ethnology of Nicaragua. 1854. 

Nicaragua;' and Exploration from Ocean to Ocean. In Harper's Magazine, 1855. 

Lettre de Mr. Squier a propos de la Lettre de M. Brasseur de Bourbourg, inserde au 
cahier des Annales d'Aout 1855. In Nouvelles Ann. des Voyages, 1855. 

Les Indiens Guatusos du Nicaragua. In Nouvelles Ann. des Voyages, 1856. 

On Central America, and the Proposed Honduras Inter-Oceanic Railway. In 
Journal of the Society of Arts, 1857. 

Les Indiens Jicaques du Honduras. In Nouvelles Ann. des Voyages, 1858. 

The Volcanos of Central America. In Harper's Magazine, 1859. 

A visit to the Guajiquero Indians. In Harper's Magazine, 1859. 

Some account of the Lake of Yojoa or Taulab6 in Honduras, Central America. 
In The Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, 1860. 

Reminiscences of Central America. Appearance of the country, soil, products, 
climate, inhabitants, future political prospects, etc. In De Bow's Review, 
1860. 

Hunting a Pass; A sketch of tropical adventure. In Atlantic Monthly, 1860. 

The unexplored Regions of Central America. In Putnam's, 1868. 

Introduction and Notes to a Translation of A. Morelet's Travels in Central 
America, 1871. 

Honduras, 1881. 

He who wishes to have complete bibliographical information concerning the 
rest of Squier's works (since I have noted only those which refer to Central 
America), should read the appendix of C. Seitz to Letters from Francis Parkman 
to E. G. Squier, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, The Torch Press, 1911. Bancroft has a 
note in volume VIII of his Works, pp. 261-263. Squier's library was sold at 
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public auction in New York, in April, 1876, and in that same year Joseph Sabin 
published the catalogue. In that work there appears a manuscript entitled 
Arte de Lengua Quich6 o Utlateca, compuesto por E. M. R. P. Fray Bartolome' 
Auteo [sic] Religioso Menor de N. S. P. San Francisco", with an essay on the 
Quiches by Mr. Squier. There is also a manuscript in the Library of the Free 
Museum of Science and Art, University of Pennsylvania, entitled "Lenca" 
Vocabularies from the villages of Guajiquero, Opatoro, Intibucat and Simalaton 
(Honduras), of 11 pages. 

Rafael Heliodoro Valle. 
Mexico, 1921. 



